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Student exchange makes up an important part of China’s education enterprise, and has received the 
support of the party and country leadership from the beginning. The Ministry of Education under the unified 
deployment of the central government, takes the Scientific Outlook on Development to lead study abroad 
operations, adhering to the operating policy of “broaden scale, optimize structure, standardize management, 
ensure quality” in order to ensure the steady expansion of study abroad, the constant optimization of student 
composition, and the increasingly favorable development of sending countries.   

In 2011, the total number of foreign students studying in China exceeded 290,000 for the first time. 
292,611 students from 194 countries and regions studied at 660 colleges, universities, research centers and 
other institutes of higher education across 31 provinces, autonomous regions, and municipalities (excluding 
Taiwan Province, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, and Macao Special Administrative Region). 
The total number of foreign students studying in China, the number of sending countries and regions, the 
number institutions receiving international students, and the number of scholarships provided by the 
Chinese government, all four of these things blaze new trails not seen since the founding of China.  

Compared with 2010, the total number of students studying in China in 2011 increased by 27,521, 
an increase of 10.38%. Among them, students on Chinese government scholarships increased by 3,297 up 
to 25,687 students, an increase of 14.73%; the number of self-funded students increased by 24,224 up to 
266,924 students, an increase of 9.98%. The number of sending countries and regions remained static with 
last year, while the number of institutions receiving international students increased by 40.  

According to statistics, students coming from Asia took first place, with 187,871 students 
accounting for 64.21% of all foreign students studying in China; there were 47,271 (16.51%) students from 
Europe; 32,333 (11.05%) students from the Americas; 20,744 (7.09%) students from Africa; and, 4,392 
(1.50%) students from Oceania. In terms of year-on-year growth, there was a significant increase in students 
from Africa and the Americas, growing 26.46% and 18.75% respectively.  

For country statistics, the top countries that send students to China are South Korea with 62,442 
students; the United States 23,292 students; Japan 17,961 students; Thailand 14,145 students; Vietnam 
13,549 students; Russia 13,340 students; Indonesia 10,957 students; India 9,370 students; Pakistan 8,516 
students; and, Kazakhstan 8,287 students. In addition, the countries that contribute more than 5,000 students 
also include France (7,592), Mongolia (7,112), and Germany (5,451).  

Statistics show that 118,837 students are pursuing academic education, accounting for 40.61% of 
the foreign student population an increase of 10.62%, which is greater than the overall growth rate of foreign 
students coming to China. Of the academic students, 88,461 (74.44%) are training college and university 
students; 23,453 (19.74%) are master’s students; and, 6,923 (5.83%) are doctoral students. There are 
173,774 non-diploma students accounting for 59.39% of the foreign students.  

 Looking ahead,  the Ministry of Education will continue to implement the spirit of the “National 
Long-term Education Reform and Development Plan”, earnestly implement the “Study Abroad in China 
Plan”, move towards the optimal study abroad environment, focus on administrative regulations, increase 
the quality of study abroad education, with the goal to reach 500,000 foreign exchange students in China 
by 2020 and making China the largest destination in Asia for study abroad students.  

(Editor: Song Chenlong) 


