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Ministry of Education: In 2009, the number of students studying abroad in China passed 230,000 
for the first time 

Central Government Portal www.gov.cn March 22, 2010 Source: Ministry of Education webpage 

Student exchange makes up an important part of China’s education enterprise, and has received the 
support of the party and country leadership from the beginning. The Ministry of Education under the unified 
deployment of the central government, using the Scientific Outlook on Development to lead study abroad 
operations, adhering to the operating policy of “broaden scale, optimize structure, standardize management, 
ensure quality”, gradually improved the study abroad system in China, so that in 2009 the total number of 
foreign students studying abroad in China reached a new high of 230,000 students.  

In 2009, 238,184 students from 190 countries and regions studied at 610 colleges, universities, 
research centers and other institutes of higher education across 31 provinces, autonomous regions, and 
municipalities (excluding Taiwan Province, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, and Macao Special 
Administrative Region). The total number of foreign students studying in China, the number of sending 
countries and regions, the number institutions receiving international students, and the number of 
scholarships provided by the Chinese government, all four of these things blaze new trails not seen since 
the founding of China.  

Compared with 2008, the total number of students studying in China in 2009 increased by 14,685, 
an increase of 6.57%. Among them, students on Chinese government scholarships increased by 4,729 up 
to 18,245 students, an increase of 34.99%, truly outstanding growth; the number of self-funded students 
increased by 9,956 up to 219,939 students, an increase of 4.74%.  

According to statistics, students coming from Asia took first place, with 161,605 students 
accounting for 67.84% of all foreign students studying in China; there were 35,876 (15.06%) students from 
Europe; 25,557 (10.73%) students from the Americas; 12,436 (5.22%) students from Africa; and, 2,710 
(1.14%) students from Oceania. 

For country statistics, the top ten sending students to China are South Korea with 64,232 students; 
the United States 18,650 students; Japan 15,409 students; Vietnam 12,247 students; Thailand 11,379 
students; Russia 10,596 students; India 8,468 students; Indonesia 7,926 students; Kazakhstan 6,497 students; 
and, Pakistan 5,738 students. In addition, the countries that contribute more than 4,000 students also include 
Mongolia (5,684), France (5,422), and Germany (4,239).  

Statistics show that 93,450 students are pursuing academic education, accounting for 39.23% of 
the foreign student population an increase of 16.81%, which greatly exceeds the overall growth rate of 
foreign students coming to China. Of the academic students, 74,472 are university undergraduates; 14,227 
are master’s students; and, 4,751 are doctoral students. There are 144,734 non-diploma students accounting 
for 60.77% of the foreign students, a bit of an increase from last year.  

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, 60 years ago, China has welcomed 1.69 
million study abroad students. On February 28, 2010, the system reform portion of the “National Medium- 
and Long-term Education Reform and Development Plan Outline” (open for public comments) detailed the 
following regarding China’s foreign exchange students: “We will take further steps to expand the scale of 
study abroad. We will increase the number of Chinese government scholarships, focus on providing 
financial assistance for students of developing countries, and optimize the structure of foreign students’ 
study in China. We will implement preparatory education for study abroad, increase the number of teaching-
foreign-language courses and specializations offered by China’s colleges and universities, and continuously 
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improve the academic quality of study abroad programs.” Among the steps guaranteed was the promise to 
“implement study abroad in China plans, and expand the scope of study abroad programs in China.” After 
these study abroad plans are set in motion, all levels of China’s government and institutes of higher 
education will be even more open, and take an even more active stance in pushing for the rapid development 
of study abroad operations. At the same time, they will  also emphasize standardized management and 
ensure quality, so that by 2050 China will reach 500,000 foreign students and become the largest destination 
in Asia for international students.  


