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The 2006 Statistical Yearbook of International Students in China 

1. Statistical Data 

According to statistics, as of December 31st, 2006, China hosted 152,695 international students from 184 
countries at 519 colleges, universities, research centers, and other institutes of education in 31 provinces, 
autonomous regions, and municipalities (excluding Taiwan and the Hong Kong and Macao special 
administrative regions).  

This year, 2006, has seen the largest number of foreign students studying in China since the founding of 
the People’s Republic of China, the most diverse group of countries and regions of origin, and the largest 
number of institutions accepting students. In comparison to 2005, 2006 had 21,608 more foreign students 
(up 15.3%), and had the following changes in countries and regions of origin: 7 new countries and regions 
were added (Antigua and Barbuda, Martinique, Liechtenstein, Bhutan, Timor-Leste, Serbia, and 
Montenegro), however 2 countries were absent (Andorra, and Serbia and Montenegro).  

For the period studied, there were 119,733 long-term exchange students and 42,962 short-term (study 
abroad term within 6 months) exchange students.  

Based on regional statistics, the majority of international students still come from Asia, with 129,930 
students accounting for 74.33% of the total number of international students studying in China; 20,676 
(12.71%) are students from Europe; 15,619 (9.6%) are students from the Americas, 3,737 (2.3%) are 
students from Africa; and, 1,733 (1.07%) are students from Oceania.  

According to country statistics, South Korea, Japan, America, Vietnam, and Indonesia are still the top five 
countries of origin for international students in China, with 57,504; 18,363; 11,784; 7,310; and, 5,652 
students, respectively. The other countries sending more than 1,000 students to China are: India 5,634 
students; Thailand 5,522 students; Russia 5,035 students; France 3,857 students; Pakistan 3,308 students; 
Germany 3,090 students; Mongolia 2,715 students; Nepal 2,207 students; Kazakhstan 1,825 students; 
Canada 1,766 students; Malaysia 1,743 students; Philippines 1,512 students; Australia 1,420 students; UK 
1,399 students; Italy 1,397 students; and, Singapore 1,392 students. 

According to international student statistics, there were 54,859 students pursuing academic education, 
accounting for 33.72% of the total international study body, an increase of 22.31% over 2005 and higher 
than the average growth rate of foreign students. Among them, 46,216 students were professional and 
undergraduate students, comprising 84.25% of all foreign academic students, 5,966 were master’s students, 
comprising 10.88% of all foreign academic students, and 2,677 were doctoral students, comprising 4.88% 
of all foreign academic students. There were 107,836 non-diploma students, accounting for 66.28% of the 
international student body, an increase of 11,600 or 12.05% over 2005. Among them, 63,877 attended 
training courses (including Chinese language students), 997 attended advanced training courses (for those 
with at least a master’s degree), and the remaining 42,962 were short-term students.  

Based on subject statistics, there were 114,846 arts and humanities (including 98,701 studying Chinese 
language and 2,118 studying art); 20,355 medical students (including 13,225 studying western medicine 
and 7,130 studying Chinese medicine); 7,308 economic students; 5,954 management students; 5,803 
engineering students; 3,667 law students; 1,730 education students (including 1,332 studying sports 
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education); 1,007 science students; 904 history students; 681 philosophy students; and, 440 agriculture 
students.  

Based on within-China regional statistics, Beijing hosted 46,529 students; Shanghai 31,568; Tianjin 10,155; 
Jiangsu 8,776; Liaoning 7,789; Guangdong 7,327; Shandong 6,754; Heilongjiang 5,174; Jilin 4,433; 
Zhejiang 4,270; Yunnan 4,074; Hubei 4,030; Shaanxi 3,408; Fujian 3,298; Sichuan 2,886; Guangxi 2,542; 
Henan 1,682; Xinjiang 1,604; Chongqing 1,152; Hebei 1,116; Jiangxi 943; Inner Mongolia 795; Hunan 
652; Anhui 545; Hainan 317; Gansu 281; Ningxia 218; Qinghai 216; Guizhou 78; Shanxi 55; and, Tibet 28. 

2. Statistics on Chinese Government Scholarships for International Students  

According to the education exchange agreements and exchange plans between China and the countries 
concerned, the Ministry of Education offered Chinese government scholarships to 167 countries in 2006. 
In 2006, there were a total of 8,484 foreign students from 165 different countries on Chinese government 
scholarships, accounting for 5.21% of the total number of students studying abroad in China, an increase 
of 1,266 students from 2005.  

Regional Statistics: 3,965 students were from Asia, accounting for 46,74% of the total foreign scholarship 
students; 1,861 (21.93%) were from Africa; 1,858 (21.90%) were from Europe; 661 (7.79%) were from the 
Americas; and, 139 (1.64%) were from Oceania. 4,227 or 58.56% of the total scholarships were for students 
pursuing academic education. (Translator’s note: based on the next paragraph, the total academic students 
on scholarship is 5,292 students or 62.38% of students. 4,277 and 59.56% are from 2005 and may not have 
been updated properly).  

According to student category statistics: 989 were doctoral students, an increase of 22.25% from 2005; 
2,048 were master’s students, an increase of 22.63% from 2005; 2,255 were undergraduate students, an 
increase of 29.00% from 2005; 468 were students enrolled in advanced training courses, an increase of 
2.40% from 2005; and, 2,429 were enrolled in training courses, an increase of 1.03% from 2005.  

3. Self-funded Student Statistics 

In 2006, China’s colleges and universities, through various international exchange channels, hosted 154,211 
self-financed students from 180 countries, accounting for 94.79% of the total foreign students and an 
increase of 15.20% from 2005 (2005 had 133,869 students from 175 countries). Among them, 111,390 are 
long-term students, up 15.28% from 2005; 42,821 are short-term students, up 14.97% from 2005. Students 
who were part of an academic program numbered 49,502, up 21.85% from 2005. Of these students, 1,687 
were doctoral students, 3,914 were master’s students, 42,892 were undergraduate students, and 1009 were 
professional students.  

4. Important Initiatives and Significant Events 

Translator’s note: this section is still being translated, thank you for your patience.   


