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The 2005 Statistical Yearbook of International Students in China 

1. Statistical Data 

According to statistics, as of December 31st, 2005, China hosted 141,087 international students from 179 
countries at 464 colleges, universities, research centers, and other institutes of education in 31 provinces, 
autonomous regions, and municipalities (excluding Taiwan and the Hong Kong and Macao special 
administrative regions).  

This year, 2005, has seen the largest number of foreign students studying in China since the founding of 
the People’s Republic of China, the most diverse group of countries of origin, and the largest number of 
institutions accepting students.   

For the period studied, there were 103,712 long-term exchange students and 37,375 short-term (study 
abroad term within 6 months) exchange students.  

Based on regional statistics, the majority of international students still come from Asia, with 106,840 
students accounting for 75.73% of the total number of international students studying in China; 16,463 
(11.67%) are students from Europe; 13,221 (9.37%) are students from the Americas, 2,757 (1.95%) are 
students from Africa; and, 1,806 (1.28%) are students from Oceania.  

According to country statistics, South Korea, Japan, America, Vietnam, and Indonesia are still the top five 
countries of origin for international students in China, with 54,079; 18,874; 10,343; 5,842; and, 4,616 
students, respectively. The other countries sending more than 500 students to China are: Thailand 3,594 
students; Russia 3,535 students; India 3,295 students; France 3,105 students; Germany 2,736 students; 
Nepal 2,374 students; Philippines 2,176 students; Mongolia 1,956 students; Pakistan 1,900 students; 
Australia 1,591 students; Malaysia 1,589 students; Canada 1,413 students; Britain 1,405 students; 
Singapore 1,322 students; Italy 1,099 students; Kazakhstan 781 students; North Korea 756 students; Laos 
569 students; Sweden 515 students; and, Mexico 511 students. 

According to international student statistics, there were 44,851 students pursuing academic education, 
accounting for 31.79% of the total international study body, an increase of 41.86%  over 2004. Among 
them, 593 students were professional students, 37,147 were undergraduate students, 4,807 were master’s 
students, and 2,304 were doctoral students. There were 96,236 non-diploma students, accounting for 68.21% 
of the international student body, a 21.47% increase over 2004. Among them, 57,913 attended training 
courses, 948 attended advanced training courses (for those with at least a master’s degree), and the 
remaining 37,375 were short-term students.  

Based on subject statistics, there were 99,816 arts and humanities (including 86,679 studying Chinese 
language and studying 1,537 art); 18,032 medical students (including 9,605 studying western medicine and 
8,427 studying Chinese medicine); 6,665 economic students; 4,455 engineering students; 3,555 
management students; 2,906 law students; 3,236 education students (including 547 studying sports 
education); 741 science students; 755 history students; agricultural students; and, 546 philosophy students.  

Based on within-China regional statistics, Beijing hosted 43,329; Shanghai 26,055; Tianjin 8,814; Liaoning 
7,655; Jiangsu 7,606; Guangdong 5,399; Shandong 5,308; Heilongjiang 4,725; Fujian 3,766; Zhejiang 
3,732; Jilin 3,603; Hubei 3,327; Shaanxi 2,729; Yunnan 2,474; Guangxi 2,112; Sichuan 2,091; Hebei 1,908; 
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Henan 1,522; Xinjiang 1,000; Chongqing 938; Inner Mongolia 679; Jiangxi 626; Hunan 522; Anhui 370; 
Hainan 174; Gansu 161; Shanxi 124; Ningxia 94; Tibet 88; Guizhou 80; and, Qinghai 76. 

2. Statistics on Chinese Government Scholarships for International Students  

According to the education exchange agreements and exchange plans between China and the countries 
concerned, the Ministry of Education provided Chinese government scholarships to 166 countries in 2005. 
In September 2005, 2,125 new scholars from 146 countries received government scholarships to study at 
China’s colleges and universities. Another 128 foreign students and scholars received the “Great Wall 
Scholarship” (provided by UNESCO), the “Outstanding Foreign Student Scholarship”, the “Foreign 
Chinese-Language Teacher Short-Term Research Training Scholarship”, the “HSK Winner Scholarship”, 
and the “Chinese Culture Research Scholarship”, as well as other specialized scholarships to study or 
research in China.  

Including current students, in 2005, there were a total of 7,218 foreign students on Chinese government 
scholarships, accounting for 5.12% of the total number of students studying abroad in China, a 7.49% 
increase over 2004. Among them, 7,088 were long-term students and 130 were short-term students.  

Of the scholarship students, 3,501 were from Asia, accounting for 48.50% of the total foreign students; 
1,761 (24.40%) were from Europe; 1,367 (18.34%) were from Africa; 506 (7.01%) were from the Americas; 
and, 83 (1.15%) were from Oceania. 4,227 or 58.56% of the total scholarships were for students pursuing 
academic education. Of which, 809 were doctoral students, an increase of 13.94% from 2004; 1,670 were 
master’s students, an increase of 7.95% from 2004; 1,748 were undergraduate students, an increase of 3.55% 
from 2004; 457 were students enrolled in advanced training courses, an increase of 13.68% from 2004; and, 
2,404 were enrolled in training course, an increase of 9.62% from 2004.  

3. Self-funded Student Statistics 

In 2005, China’s colleges and universities, through various international exchange channels, hosted 133,869 
self-financed students from 175 countries, accounting for 94.88% of the total foreign students and an 
increase of 28.56% from 2004. Among them, 96,624 are long-term students, up 38.14% from 2004; 37,245 
are short-term students, up 8.96% from 2004. Long-term students who were part of an academic program 
numbered 40,624, up 46,81% from 2004. Of these students, 1,495 were doctoral students, 3,137 were 
master’s students, 35,399 were undergraduate students, and 593 were professional students.  

4. Important Initiatives and Significant Events 

Translator’s note: this section is still being translated, thank you for your patience.   


