
Original Document: http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A20/moe_850/200502/t20050206_77817.html  

Translation by: Victoria Breeze, 06/2017 
For informational purposes only. 
In the case of a discrepancy, please refer to the original document.  

Name: The 2004 Statistical Yearbook of International Students in China 

Index: 360A20-12-2005-0133-1    Date: 2005-02-06 Organization: Ministry of Education, International Cooperation & Exchange Division  

Text:  Information Category: International Cooperation & Exchange Content: 2004 International Student Data   

The 2004 Statistical Yearbook of International Students in China 

1. Statistical Data 

According to statistics, as of December 31st, 2004, China hosted 110,884 international students from 178 
countries at 420 colleges, universities, research centers, and other institutes of education in 31 provinces, 
autonomous regions, and municipalities (excluding Taiwan and the Hong Kong and Macao special 
administrative regions).  

2004 has been the year with the number of foreign students studying in China at the highest it has been 
since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the most annual growth (increasing 33,129 students 
since 2003), the highest number of sending countries, and the largest number of institutions accepting 
students.  It has also been the year with the highest annual growth rate (42.6%) in the last 10 years.   

For the period studied, there were 76,486 long-term exchange students and 34,358 short-term (study abroad 
term within 6 months) exchange students.  

Based on regional statistics, the majority of international students still come from Asia, with 85,112 students 
accounting for 76.8% of the total number of international students studying in China; 11,524 (10.4%) are 
students from Europe; 10,695 (9.7%) are students from the Americas, 2,186 (2.0%) are students from Africa; 
and, 1,327 (1.2%) are students from Oceania.  

According to country statistics, South Korea, Japan, America, Vietnam, and Indonesia are still the top five 
countries of origin for international students in China, with 43,617; 19,059; 8,480; 4,382; and, 3,750 
students, respectively.  The other countries sending more than 500 students to China are: Thailand 2,371 
students; Russia 2,288 students; Germany 2,187 students; France 1,954 students; Nepal 1,495 students; 
Philippines 1,375 students; Mongolia 1,333 students; Malaysia 1,241 students; Canada 1,205 students; 
Australia 1,159 students; UK 1,046 students; Singapore 929 students; Pakistan 894 students; India 765 
students; Italy 680 students; North Korea 626 students; and Laos 509 students.  

According to international student statistics, there were 31,616 students pursuing academic education, 
accounting for 28.5% of the total international study body, an increase of 28.4% over 2003. Among them, 
250 students were professional students, 25,351 were undergraduate students, 3,883 were master’s students, 
and 1,932 were doctoral students. There were 79,228 non-diploma students, accounting for 71.5% of the 
international student body, a 49.2% increase over 2003. Among them, 44,097 attended training courses, 
773 attended advanced training courses (for those with at least a master’s degree), and the remaining 34,358 
were short-term students.  

Based on subject statistics, there were 83,266 arts and humanities students (75,270 studying Chinese 
language and 1,291 studying fine art); 10,971 medical students (4,688 studying western medicine, 6,283 
studying Chinese medicine); 4,525 economic students; 3,519 engineering students; 2,838 management 
students; 2,438 law students; 992 education students (including 708 in sports education); 555 science 
students; 724 history students; 298 agricultural students; and, 700 philosophy students.  

Based on within-China regional statistics, Beijing hosted 37,041 students; Shanghai 22,197; Tianjin 7,371; 
Jiangsu 6,051; Liaoning 5,122; Guangdong 3,933; Jilin 3,286; Shandong 3,098; Fujian 2,805; Heilongjiang 
2,785; Zhejiang 2,604; Shaanxi 2,154 people; Hubei 2,179; Guangxi 2,052; Sichuan 1,559; Yunnan 1,404; 
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Henan 864; Hebei 768; Xinjiang 745; Anhui 468; Inner Mongolia 413; Jiangxi 411; Chongqing 386; Hunan 
381; Shanxi 150; Qinghai 145; Gansu 142; Hainan 101; Guizhou 96; Tibet 92; and, Ningxia 41. 

2. Statistics on Chinese Government Scholarships for International Students  

According to the education exchange agreements and exchange plans between China and the countries 
concerned, the Ministry of Education provided Chinese government scholarships to 165 countries in 2004. 
In September 2004, 2,276 new scholars from 154 countries received government scholarships to study at 
China’s colleges and universities. Another 202 foreign students and scholars received the “Great Wall 
Scholarship” (provided by UNESCO), the “Outstanding Foreign Student Scholarship”, the “Foreign 
Chinese-Language Teacher Short-Term Research Training Scholarship”, the “HSK Winner Scholarship”, 
and the “Chinese Culture Research Scholarship”, as well as other specialized scholarships to study or 
research in China.  

Including current students, in 2004, there were a total of 6,715 foreign students on Chinese government 
scholarships, accounting for 6.1% of the total number of students studying abroad in China, a 9.1% increase 
over 2003. Among them, 6,540 were long-term students and 175 were short-term students.  

Of the scholarship students, 3,347 were from Asia, accounting for 49.8% of the total foreign students; 1,580 
(23.5%) were from Europe; 1,317 (19.6%) were from Africa; 394 (5.9%) were from the Americas; and, 77 
(1.2%) were from Oceania. 3,945 or 58.8% of the total scholarships were for students pursuing academic 
education. Of which, 710 were doctoral students, an increase of 16.6% from 2003; 1,547 were master’s 
students, an increase of 14.6% from 2003; 1,688 were undergraduate students, an increase of 3.8% from 
2003; 402 were students enrolled in advanced training courses, an increase of 4.2% from 2003; and, 2,193 
were enrolled in training course, an increase of 11.7% from 2003.  

3. Self-funded Student Statistics 

In 2004, China’s colleges and universities, through various international exchange channels, hosted 104,129 
self-financed students from 175 countries, accounting for 93.9% of the total foreign students and an increase 
of 45.5% from 2003. Among them, 69,946 are long-term students, up 19.9% from 2003; 34,183 are short-
term students, up 158.9% from 2003. Long-term students who were part of an academic program numbered 
27,671, up 32.4% from 2003. Of these students, 1,222 were doctoral students, 2,336 were master’s students, 
23,663 were undergraduate students, and 450 were professional students.  

4. Important Initiatives and Major Items 

In 2004, in order to implement the “2003-2007 Education Revitalization Action Plan” according to the 
study abroad program principles of “widen the scale, raise the standards, guarantee quality, standardize 
management,” the Ministry of Education’s International Cooperation and Exchange Division has 
formulated a 5-year plan for China’s study abroad programs, detailed steps to promote the development of 
China’s study abroad programs, especially in the construction of programs within China’s world-class 
universities.   

2004 is a promotional year for study abroad in China. For the first time in history, a press conference on 
China’s study abroad programs was held in the beginning of the year. 59 journalists from 43 major media 
outlets took part in the conference and People’s Daily hosted a live broadcast online. The Ministry of 
Education’s Vice Minister Zheng Xinsheng revealed the 2003 statistics for international students in China 
as well as briefly reviewed the history and significant accomplishments of modern China’s study abroad 
programs, detailed the current situation of study abroad in China, elaborate on the greater significance the 
study abroad programs, and look forward to the future potential of the study abroad programs. At the end 
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of 2004, the Ministry of Education held the first ever Neighboring Countries Study Abroad in China 
Diplomatic seminar in Japan, and together with the other consulates, jointly worked to encourage China’s 
neighbors to become a source of international students studying in China. After the release of the stats for 
study abroad student income in the “2003 Education Statistics Annual Report for China”, the data methods 
were given suitable adjustments based on practical need in order to make things easier for interested readers. 
Following the first visit of the head of the American study abroad program in 2003, invited by the Ministry 
of Education, and seeing the results of this newly opened channel, in 2004 the leaders of both the American 
and Malaysian study abroad programs were invited to visit China. The China Scholarship Council’s 
Scholarship Committee, the Ministry of Education’s Service Center, and the China Education International 
Exchange Association each organized for China’s institutes of higher education a “China Education 
Exhibition” in South Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Thailand, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, USA, Vietnam, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Egypt, South Africa, Singapore, Canada, and other countries in order to promote 
China’s higher education and attract more international students to study in China.  

In 2004, the Ministry of Education in conjunction with the governments of Singapore and Thailand, 
established a specific foreign government fund allocated for foreign master’s students and bachelor’s degree 
students to study in China.  All together 100 exchange students in 2 programs were the first to be enrolled 
in September of that very same year. According to the China Scholarship Council, in 2003 Vietnam and 
Pakistan signed agreements so that 54 new students supported by funds from Vietnamese and Pakistani 
governments can earn a PhD, master’s, or bachelor’s degree in China. All together these programs have 
supported 109 students in China in 2004.  In order to achieve the goal of reaching a higher standard, the 
Ministry of Education has also set up a Guided Doctoral Study Abroad Fellowship. The first group of 7 
students came from 5 countries, Bangladesh, India, Thailand, Pakistan, and Japan, and received Chinese 
government scholarships to study for their PhD under the guidance of Chinese scholars at Central China 
Agricultural University and the Chinese Academy of Science Graduate School.  

On September 1st, 2004, the entire country began using a study abroad information management system. 
The system, which is an integrated network database system with five primary functions to provide daily 
administrative data, electronic records, evaluation data, a news service for exchange student graduates, and 
statistics. This system is one of the basic building blocks of standardized management for study abroad 
administration. The system was launched in June of 2003 with research and development, maintenance, 
and training provided by Beijing Post and Telecommunications University.  

Following the 5-year national training system aimed at professionalizing the nation’s higher ed. study 
abroad administrative officials established in 2003, combined with the first professional training courses 
held that year, in 2004 we training courses were held in France and Germany on the history of Studying 
Abroad in China and the first specialized professional training course (China’s information management 
systems for study abroad), as well as organized the second round of integrated professional training course. 
A total of 750 people were trained throughout the year. In 2004 we established a program to send teachers 
abroad to train in English in order to offer basic and specialized courses on teaching English language for 
students studying in China; 19 teachers were selected for the project. This is another basic building block 
of standardized management for China’s study abroad program.  

In 2004, the Ministry of Education devoted their efforts to further optimizing the study abroad environment. 
They intensified reforms for the Chinese government scholarship management system, and improved the 
management and service systems for foreign student education and daily life. According to the structural 
needs of foreign embassies and countries, the Ministry of Education has decided to waive HSK entry 
requirements for overseas students who have completed their basic education in Chinese. They also held 
the first-ever foreign student graduate New Year reception, launching foreign graduate student services. 
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Working with China Ping-An Insurance Co., Ltd., the Ministry improved relevant laws related to foreign 
students’ comprehensive medical insurance. The Ministry and the Beijing Municipal Government jointly 
organized the 5th Foreign Student New Year Evening Celebration at the Capital.  

Everyone at every level in the Ministry of Education is actively and creatively going about their work in 
order to expand the scale of China’s study abroad programs. Beijing, Shanghai, and Yunnan Province each 
established a local government scholarship for foreign exchange students. In September of 2004, 54 
students from China’s neighboring countries accepted Yunnan provincial government scholarships to study 
at 9 of Yunnan’s institutes of higher education. The construction engineering schools of 985 and 211 
universities (translator’s note: assuming this refers to universities in Beijing and Shanghai, respectively) 
have also established scholarships, attracting even more outstanding foreign students to arrive there and 
study, and expanding the international influence of those universities.  


